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There is another short cosmogonic piece in the Rgveda
(x. 190), which is worth quoting here :
" From kindled heat (tapasa) Right and Law were born
(Satya and J$taf the Cosmic Order), and night, then the watery
flood. And from the watery flood the coursing year was born,
disposing day and night, the ruler of all that close the eyes.
And in their order the Creator formed the sun and the moon,
and heaven and earth, the regions of the air and light/'
The accounts of the Assyrian and Babylonian Cosmogonies
are characterized not only by obscurity of expression but also
by a confusion of thoughts and ideas. They seem, however, to
have embodied in them not only the account of the Vedic
cosmogony but also the Vedic account of the struggle of the
Gods to overcome the powers of darkness, vt2tj Vrtra and his
hosts, which forms the theme of many a Rgvedic hymn. In
the Rgveda, we find that the mother of Vrtra was slain with
Vrtra himself by Indra, and they both lay down below the
waters (Rv. L 32, 8. 9). This probably is the origin of the
story of the cutting up of Tiamat into twain by Marduk in the
Assyrian account It seems very probable that this account of
the Vedic cosmogony and the struggle of the Gods with
Vrtra was taken by the aryanized Cholas in an abbreviated
form from Southern India to Mesopotamia. Like Vrtra, the
sons of Tiamat are all snakes, or dragons in the Babylonian
legend,
This cosmogonical account of the Babylonians and Assy-
rians must have found its way among the Israelites who, as we
have already pointed out, emigrated to Syria from the city   of
Ur, the ancient capital of Chaldea, The Biblical account of the
creation of the world, though resembling the Vedic  in  some
points, is also characterized  by  obscurity of  language,  and
confusion of ideas.   It would be beyond the scope of this chap-
ter to deal with these defects of the  Biblical  account; but  I
would refer rny readers to the chapter on Genesis, so that they
may be able to judge for themselves the truth of my remarks.